
Name: _________________________________  Period: ____  Date: _____________ 
 

THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTION 
 

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs addressing 
the task below, and a conclusion. 
 
Theme: Change [Individuals Who Have Changed History] 

The beliefs and achievements of individuals have changed global history. These beliefs and 
achievements have had positive and negative effects on society. 

 
Task: 

Identify two individuals who have changed global history and for each: 
• Explain one belief or achievement of that individual 
• Discuss the positive and/or negative effects of the individual’s belief or achievement 

 

***You MUST choose Johannes Gutenberg and Martin Luther as the individuals.*** 
 

 

REGENTS THEMATIC ESSAY RUBRIC 
 

  

Grading Scale: 20 = 100, 19 = 97, 18 = 95, 17 = 94, 16 = 92, 15 = 90, 14 = 88, 13 = 85, 12 = 82, 11 = 78, 10 = 75, 9 = 72, 

 8 = 70, 7 = 68, 6 = 65, 5 = 62, 4 = 60, 3 = 68, 2 = 65, 1 = 60, 0 = 55 

 

Total Score:   __________ / 20 =  
FEEDBACK: 

 
 

  

CATEGORY 5 - Excellent 4 - Very Good 3 - Solid 2 - Needs Work 1 - Poor 

Introduction and 
Conclusion  

Includes an introduction 
and a conclusion that are 
beyond a restatement of 
the theme. Strong thesis 
statement  

Includes an introduction 
and a conclusion that are 
beyond a restatement of 
the theme. Good thesis 
statement. 

Includes an introduction 
and a conclusion that 
may be a restatement 
of the theme. 
Superficial thesis 
statement 

May lack an 
introduction and/or a 
conclusion. No thesis 
statement.  

May lack an 
introduction and/or a 
conclusion. No thesis 
statement 

Developing the Task 
(the “bullet points” in 
the task box) 

Thoroughly develops all 
aspects of the task evenly 
and in depth  

Develops all aspects of 
the task but may do so 
somewhat unevenly  

Develops all aspects of 
the task with little 
depth or develops most 
aspects of the task in 
some depth  

Minimally develops all 
aspects of the task or 
develops some aspects 
of the task in some 
depth  

Minimally develops 
some aspects of the 
task  

Details, Support, 
Accuracy  

Richly supports the theme 
with many relevant facts, 
examples, and details 

Supports the theme with 
relevant facts, examples, 
and details 

Includes some relevant 
facts, examples, and 
details;  

Includes few relevant 
facts, examples, and 
details  

Includes few relevant 
facts, examples, or 
details  

Description and 
Analysis  

Is more analytical than 
descriptive (analyzes, 
evaluates, and/or creates 
information)  

Is both descriptive and 
analytical (applies, 
analyzes, evaluates, 
and/or creates 
information)  

Is more descriptive than 
analytical (applies, may 
analyze, and/or 
evaluate information)  

Is primarily descriptive; 
may include faulty, 
weak, or isolated 
application or analysis  

Is descriptive; may lack 
understanding, 
application, or analysis  


