
APWH SOAPSTone Analysis 
Speaker Is there someone identified as the speaker?  Can you make some assumptions 

about this person?  What class does the author come from?  What political, social, 
or cultural bias can be inferred?  What gender?  Is the speaker reliable?  
 

Occasion What may have prompted the author to write this piece?  What event led to its 
publication or development?  
 

Audience Does the speaker identify an audience?  What assumptions can you make about 
the audience?  Is it a mixed group in terms of race, politics, gender, social class, 
relation, etc.?  Who was the document created for?  Does the speaker use 
language that is specific for a unique audience?  Does the speaker allude to any 
particular time in history (ancient times, provincial/urbanized, classical, pre-
modern, industrial, etc.)? 
 

Purpose What is the speaker’s purpose?  In what ways does the author convey this 
message?  What seems to be the emotional state of the speaker?  How is the 
speaker trying to spark a reaction in the audience?  How is this document 
supposed to make you feel?  
 

Subject What is the subject of the piece?  How do you know this?  How has the subject 
been selected and presented by the writer?  
 

Tone What is the author’s attitude toward the subject?  How is the writer’s attitude 
revealed? What words or phrases show the speaker’s tone?  
 

 

Examples of Tone Words:  
Afraid  
Allusive  
Angry  
Apologetic  
Audacious  
Benevolent  
Bitter  
Boring  
Candid  
Celebratory  
Childish   
Cold  
Complimentary  
Condescending  
Confused  

Contemptuous  
Defensive  
Detached  
Didactic  
Dramatic  
Dreamy  
Encouraging  
Fanciful  
Frivolous  
Giddy  
Happy  
Hollow  
Horrific  
Humorous  
Inflammatory  

Inspiring  
Irreverent   
Joking  
Joyful  
Mocking  
Nostalgic  
Objective  
Peaceful  
Pitiful  
Poignant  
Proud  
Provocative  
Restrained  
Sad  
Sarcastic  

Seductive  
Sentimental  
Sharp  
Shocking  
Silly  
Somber  
Sweet  
Sympathetic  
Tired  
Upset  
Urgent  
Vexed  
Vibrant  
Zealous  

  
Once you’ve analyzed the document with all the lenses of SOAPSTone, you’re ready to 
ask your own questions and make assertions of your own.   
• What else would you like to know about the author/speaker, or about the 

society/historical era in which he/she lived?  
• Based on all of the above, what are potential biases that the document contains?   
• What other types of documents would you need in order to better understand the 

document’s point of view?  


